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the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, last week, Secretary Price re-
fused to say whether the administra-
tion would fulfill its obligation to
make cost-sharing reduction payments.
This is the latest in a string of actions
to sabotage the individual health in-
surance markets and ultimately leave
people paying more for their insurance
premiums.

President Trump and the Republican
majority have said that the Affordable
Care Act is collapsing as a justification
of taking away insurance from 23 mil-
lion Americans, but the truth is they
are taking active measures to drive un-
certainty and undermine the law.

Insurers have little time left to final-
ize their rate filings for 2018, and with-
out certainty as to whether or not
cost-sharing subsidies will be paid,
they will significantly raise their rates
or exit the marketplaces altogether.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
cut out the games and make the cost-
sharing reduction payments, and to
stop actively trying to undermine
Americans’ access to affordable, qual-
ity health insurance.

Even my friend from Texas (Mr.
BRADY), chairman of the Ways and
Means Committee, called for the fund-
ing of insurer payments in order to
help stabilize the insurance market
and help lower premiums for Ameri-
cans who rely on these subsidies.

There is simply no excuse for delay.

————
NATIONAL DAIRY MONTH

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, June is National Dairy
Month, and, personally, I can’t think of
a better way to start the summer.

From calcium to potassium, dairy
products, like milk, contain nine es-
sential nutrients which may help to
better manage your weight, reduce
your risk for high blood pressure,
osteoporosis, and certain cancers.

Whether it is a protein to help build
and repair the muscle tissue of active
bodies or vitamin A to help maintain
healthy skin, dairy products are a nat-
ural nutrient powerhouse. Those are
just a few of the reasons that we should
celebrate dairy not just in June, but all
year long.

National Dairy Month started out as
National Milk Month in 1937 as a way
to promote drinking milk. It was ini-
tially created to stabilize the dairy de-
mand when production was at a sur-
plus, but has now developed into an an-
nual tradition that celebrates the con-
tributions the dairy industry has made
to the world.

Proudly, the Commonwealth of Penn-
sylvania is one of the largest milk-pro-
ducing States in the Nation, certainly
the largest agriculture commodity in
Pennsylvania. As vice chairman of the
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House Agriculture Committee and
chairman of the Nutrition Sub-
committee, I wish everyone a happy
National Dairy Month.

———

RED SQUARE PROTEST BY YOUNG
RUSSIANS

(Mr. HIGGINS of New York asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr.
Speaker, yesterday, thousands of Rus-
sians took to the streets of Moscow’s
Red Square to protest President
Putin’s party of crooks and thieves.
The protesters chanted that they want
to make Russia free and that they
want to live in a modern democratic
state. They want democracy.

Today, in America, here in the Na-
tion’s Capitol, another Trump official
is testifying before Congress on Rus-
sia’s interference with U.S. elections
for the fourth time in as many weeks.
There is no doubt that Russia inter-
fered. This we know. Did Russia inter-
fere in coordination with Trump offi-
cials? With whom and to what extent?
This is what the American people de-
serve to know.

Today, in America, the talk is how
Putin tried to dishonor American de-
mocracy to do one thing, to keep his
people from wanting it, the very de-
mocracy that is uniquely America’s.

And yesterday, in Moscow, was about
what Putin couldn’t do. He couldn’t
keep young Russia from taking to the
streets of his capital city denouncing
him as a crook and a coward and de-
manding American democracy.

———

NEW AMERICANS CAUCUS’ CALL
TO VOTE

(Mrs. TORRES asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. TORRES. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today not only as a Member of Con-
gress but as an immigrant and a proud
American, and I and my fellow mem-
bers of the New Americans Caucus took
the step to not just become naturalized
citizens and exercise our right to vote
but also to get involved in our commu-
nities and eventually run for office.

This is why, today, I want to encour-
age all of those who can to do the
same, become a citizen and get in-
volved. Your vote is your voice. It al-
lows you to use that voice to better
your community and to speak up for
those who still can’t.

Citizenship is a security. Citizenship
is power. These days, too much is at
stake, so don’t wait until it is too late.

———

CONGRATULATING COMMANDER
KEITH WOODLEY

(Ms. PLASKETT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. PLASKETT. Mr. Speaker, with
this being Caribbean-American Herit-
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age Month, I wanted to highlight and
congratulate a native Virgin Islander
who is now the new commander of the
USS Gabrielle Giffords, which was com-
missioned this past weekend in Texas.

The USS Gabrielle Giffords, the 16th
ship to be named for a woman and only
the 13th ship to be named for a living
person since 1850, is, in fact, com-
manded by Keith Woodley, a native of
St. Thomas, U.S. Virgin Islands, a
graduate of Florida A&M and the Flor-
ida Institute of Technology.

At the commissioning of the ship,
Commander Woodley stated: ‘‘This is
not just a new ship. This is a new class
of ship. . .. They have risen to that
challenge and performed exceptionally
well in getting this ship ready for serv-
ice.”

I would be remiss in not also ac-
knowledging, during Caribbean-Amer-
ican Heritage month, Alton Adam,
born in 1889, who was also from St.
Thomas and the U.S. Navy’s first band-
master. His music was performed by
numerous bands and continues to be
performed.

I also, of course, want to wish my
parents a happy 58th wedding anniver-
sary today. We love you. God bless you.

———

TAKE ACTION ON A COMPREHEN-
SIVE INFRASTRUCTURE BILL

(Mr. O'HALLERAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. O'HALLERAN. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to address an issue impact-
ing communities throughout Arizona’s
First Congressional District and the
country. We must take action on a
comprehensive infrastructure bill. Our
crumbling roads and bridges pose a
greater threat to safety with every car,
truck, and school bus that crosses
them.

Our pilots land on runways long over-
due for repairs, and rural and travel
communities, without access to mod-
ern technology, lose their competitive
advantage in business and education.

In Arizona, flood control projects in
Winslow, essential broadband access in
Tuba City, and transportation infra-
structure in rural Gila County are all
in need of attention.

This is something that impacts every
State, every district in this country,
and I believe we can find broad bipar-
tisan support on this issue in Congress.

Ensuring that our communities have
adequate resources to repair their
roads, invest in technology, and pro-
tect their residents is of paramount
importance. I call on my colleagues to
continue working on this.

We cannot push this issue aside any
longer. We must come together and
pass a bipartisan infrastructure bill
that invests in our rural communities.
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THE AMERICAN PEOPLE ARE
TERRIFIED OF TRUMPCARE

(Mr. KILDEE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, the Amer-
ican people are speaking up, and they
are absolutely terrified of the Repub-
lican healthcare plan, TrumpCare. Ac-
cording to a FOX News poll, two-thirds
of Americans disapprove of TrumpCare.
That’s a FOX News poll.

Why? Because it will take away
healthcare from 23 million Americans.
For those who still have the good for-
tune of being able to get insurance,
they will pay more for worse care. If
you are age 50 to 65, fasten your seat-
belts; you are about to pay five times
what others will pay for health insur-
ance and for prescription drugs.

Of course, in the Senate, they are
crafting their version of TrumpCare in
secret, behind closed doors. Nobody
knows what is in it. Why? Because they
know the American people will reject
it.

We know we have got issues we have
to deal with in healthcare. No law is
perfect, and the ACA is one of those.
But my goodness, you cannot do this
behind closed doors. We have to do this
in public. People need to understand
what Congress is doing. We have got to
get it right, and we have to do it in the
open.

———

SALUTING THE PHILADELPHIA OR-
CHESTRA ON ITS HISTORIC
ASIAN TOUR

(Mr. EVANS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. EVANS. Mr. Speaker, today 1
rise to support the Philadelphia Or-
chestra on a historical tour through
Asia.

I have had the privilege of working to
support them over the years during my
time in the Pennsylvania Legislature
and now here in Congress. I can’t think
of a better cultural ambassador for our
country, the Commonwealth, and our
great city than the finely tuned Phila-
delphia Orchestra.

The historical tour started in Shang-
hai, China, where they serenaded the
visitors of the new Shanghai Disney
Resort. They continued on to Beijing
and Mongolia.

Philadelphia’s magnificent orchestra
marked a historical first when they be-
came the first Western orchestra to
play at the people-to-people exchange.
The President of Mongolia and I met
last year in the city of Philadelphia.

The orchestra then continued on to
Seoul and to Hong Kong. In Seoul, the
orchestra participated in a master
class with the Heart to Heart Orchestra
and Korea United College Orchestra. In
Hong Kong, the Philadelphia Orchestra
concluded with a coaching session for
the Hong Kong Youth Orchestra and a
well-earned reception.
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I would like to give special recogni-
tion to the Philadelphia Orchestra’s di-
rector, the chairman, as well as the
woman who brought it all together, Al-
lison Vulgamore.

I am proud to represent a city that
boasts some of the most iconic music
heard around the world. I welcome
back our well-traveled Philadelphia Or-
chestra and look forward to the next
symphony.

——————

VA ACCOUNTABILITY

(Mr. YODER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. YODER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to highlight Congress’ making
more important strides on behalf of our
Nation’s veterans.

The last few years, we have all heard
stories about employees at the VA who
failed in their duty to serve and pro-
tect our Nation’s heroes. It is true that
most VA employees are hardworking
and dedicated, but as we have come to
find out, there are bad actors who must
be held accountable. Our veterans de-
serve nothing less.

Strangely, as the VA has tried to dis-
cipline these bad actors, the existing
bureaucracy and red tape has stymied
the Secretary’s ability to do so. That is
why the House today will pass the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs Account-
ability and Whistleblower Protection
Act, to create a more efficient and ef-
fective system to remove, demote, or
suspend any VA employee for poor per-
formance or misconduct.

Our bill still ensures due process and
actually expands protections for whis-
tleblowers, but, importantly, it will let
the VA Secretary do his job and clean
up the Department and protect our Na-
tion’s veterans.

Mr. Speaker, protecting those vet-
erans isn’t a political issue; it is a
cause we must all champion. I encour-
age a bipartisan vote on today’s bill.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, June 13, 2017.
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
June 13, 2017, at 11:23 a.m.:

Appointment:

Alyce Spotted Bear and Walter Soboleff
Commission on Native Children.

With best wishes, I am,

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS.
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RESIGNATION AS CHAIRMAN OF
COMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT AND
GOVERNMENT REFORM

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following resigna-
tion as chairman of the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT AND
GOVERNMENT REFORM,
Washington, DC, June 13, 2017.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: I, Jason Chaffetz, am
submitting my resignation as the Chairman
of the House Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform effective immediately.
It has been the privilege of a lifetime to
serve in this position, and I look forward to
continuing to serve as a member of this his-
toric committee for the remainder of my
time in office.

Sincerely,
JASON CHAFFETZ,
Chairman.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the resignation is accepted.
There was no objection.

————

ELECTING MEMBERS TO CERTAIN
STANDING COMMITTEES OF THE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Mr. BUCK. Mr. Speaker, by direction
of the House Republican Conference, I
send to the desk a privileged resolution
and ask for its immediate consider-
ation.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 381

Resolved, That the following named Mem-
bers be, and are hereby, elected to the fol-
lowing standing committees of the House of
Representatives:

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY: Mr. Ruther-
ford.

COMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT AND GOVERNMENT
REFORM: Mr. Gowdy, Chair.

Resolved, That the following named Mem-
ber be, and is hereby, ranked as follows on
the following standing committee of the
House of Representatives:

COMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT AND GOVERNMENT
REFORM: Mr. Chaffetz, after Mr. Jordan.

The resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——————

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 2581, VERIFY FIRST ACT,
AND PROVIDING FOR CONSIDER-
ATION OF S. 1094, DEPARTMENT
OF VETERANS AFFAIRS AC-
COUNTABILITY AND WHISTLE-
BLOWER PROTECTION ACT OF
2017

Mr. BUCK. Mr. Speaker, by direction
of the Committee on Rules, I call up
House Resolution 378 and ask for its
immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 378

Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-
lution it shall be in order to consider in the
House the bill (H.R. 2581) to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to require the pro-
vision of social security numbers as a condi-
tion of receiving the health insurance pre-
mium tax credit. All points of order against
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